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STAT

Newsr

As far as we are concerned, U.S. news-
men are Americans, like everyone eise.

Thus, we part company with the
American Society of Newspaper Editors,
who have written a letter to P‘nsldent

g

Carter, expressing* concern over the -

President’s position on the use of Ameri--

can journaiists by the Central Intelll-
\—.—-——. :

gence r\vﬂncy
1! - :
marks made by Admiral Stansfield

Turner: the director of Central Intelli--
ance, when he addressed the organiza--

U on ’s convantion in. Washington on April
10, a convention at. which . The Times
Publishing Company was represented.

Turner told the editors that he would ot ..
hesitate to recruit journalists as agents

in given situations if he felt that it was in
the national interest to-do so. The presi-

dznt said Iater that he supported the di-.

rector’s position.
The \ey distinction — and the onty

cause for concern on the part of Journal- ;

ed'sremr‘canﬂo ref‘

ists, it seems to us -- is on a possible
“paid relationshiv.” We do not thirk
journalists should be on the CIA payroll.

. But if President Carter or Admiral.
Turner or anyhody in the CIA thinks a

VIEWP ’ZN '

roturmng _]OUI’nalbt has mfomatmn ona
foreign country that could be of use to
his or her country, why, then, e think
the journatiist has to remembar he or she
is an American first.

" The distinction on whether the Journal-'
ist is paid or not was the basis of a 1975
dxspute At that time George Bush was

‘director of the CIA and he announced -- .

quite properly, in our opinion -- that the
ageancy weuld no longer enter into paid

relationships with part-time or full-time |
news correspondents accredited by any

American news orgaaization.
i Bush’s stance then is the.one that

e 0N
hitete NP ’
. 8

should be followed by President Carter

and Admiral Turner tedav. As for the |

newsmen involved, we think, by and :

large, American nawspaper penple are
as patriotic as anyone. Individual jour-
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‘nalists know where thexr respoasibities ;
i
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